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Reading for Fun

This school year we are eager to have your student read as many books as he/she is capable of reading. To achieve this, we are asking for your assistance in a yearlong reading project. The purpose of this program is to encourage reading; increase comprehension, vocabulary and speed; and to enhance reading enjoyment. Research indicates that increasing reading time by 20 minutes per day will greatly improve the reading skills of the individual. Children who participate daily in this at home program make great improvements and progress in their reading achievement.

We would like you, as a parent, to assist in monitoring the reading habits of your child and to provide the time and encouragement necessary for your child to read at home. The following is an outline of what is expected to participate in READING FOR FUN:

1. Select a book or other reading material at your child’s reading level that will be interesting and enjoyable to him/her.

2. Read for at least 20 minutes every day.

3. When completing the 20 minutes of reading time, sign the weekly reading calendar.
Celebrations

Each month help your child prepare a Book Celebration to share with the class. This Celebration should focus on the reading your child has been doing at home.  Completing the required reading minutes for the month and one “celebration” will allow your student to attend the reading party.
A Celebration is for the purpose of letting your child “celebrate” something he/she has learned or discovered. A simple project such as an illustration or bringing in something related to the book they read is fine. Celebrations are done orally. I have included a copy of the performance-rating sheet that is given to your child for each monthly celebration.
Book celebrations will be scheduled once a month. (Usually the last Friday of the month.) Students will earn a chance to go to a reading party in class if they complete a book celebration.
A celebration should take no longer than about three minutes, and it should be prepared and practiced at home. The celebration should include the following:

1. The title, author and illustrator of the book.

2. The main idea of the book. “This book is about__________________________.”

3. A summary of the book in a maximum of five sentences discussing what the reader noticed and liked in the book.

4. The reader may want to discuss what he/she wondered about or questioned in the book.

5. Most importantly, this is a time for the child to enjoy sharing a reading or learning experience with his/her peers.
6. **Optional** poster or prop to explain something about the book.
The following are some helpful hints for parents as reading partners:

1. A good rule for selecting a book is to open the book at random and let the child begin reading. When an unknown word is reading, the little finger is pressed down; another unknown word, another finger is pressed down. If the unknown words reach five before the page is completed, then the book should be put back on the shelf. It is too difficult.

2. Discuss with your child a daily time when he/she can read without interruption. Make a time commitment and stay with it. Depending upon your children’s reading ability, you may want to read a pate, and then let your child read a page. You might try reading orally in unison.

3. Every day, sometime after the reading session is completed, parent and child should spend a few minutes discussing the reading material. This should be a conversation between literate learners. Provide an opportunity for the reader and listener to express spontaneously and ever more precisely what they truly want to say about a book—what they notice, what they think, what they’re puzzling over, It would be beneficial if the parent had some questions read. For example, what do you think of the way _______________ behaved? What kind of person do you think ____________was? How would you have changed the story? What is a different way to end the story? Discussion of a book will make some lively dinner conversations.

4. Make reading sessions a happy and stress-free time.
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It will be exciting for us to share our books and to observe the growth in reading and love of books that will be the natural outcomes of this project as it is combined with our regular school reading program. Your assistance and cooperation are greatly appreciated. I wish you and your child Happy Reading Days and a closer relationship as you share together.
Adams Elementary, 3rd Grade Team 

Book Celebration

Name:____________________________________    Date: __________________________________

Performance:

	1
	No Report

	2
	Student can tell about the book, but did not bring book or project.  Very little preparation is evident.  Book is NOT on correct lexile level.

	3
	Preparation for oral summary is evident.  Student can answer questions from peers about the book.  Book is on correct lexile level.

	4
	Preparation for oral summary is evident.  Student can answer questions from peers about the book.  Student came prepared with a project to accompany book.  Book is on correct lexile level.


Preparedness and Participation:

Brought book to school __________________

Completed project to accompany book read _______________________

Reported title and author _____________________________

Stated short summary of selection clearly ______________________________

Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
